
Powerlink acknowledges the Traditional Owners and their custodianship of the lands and waters of Queensland 
and in particular, the lands on which we operate. We pay our respect to their Ancestors, Elders and knowledge 
holders and recognise their deep history and ongoing connection to Country.

About Powerlink
Powerlink is the Government Owned Corporation 
responsible for planning, building and maintaining the 
high voltage electricity transmission network that keeps 
the lights on for more than five million Queenslanders 
and 253,000 businesses. Our network extends 1,700 
kilometres (km) from Cairns to the New South Wales 
border and comprises 15,345 circuit km of transmission 
lines and 147 substations.

We have worked in and supported Central Queensland 
for nearly 30 years and will continue to provide a safe, 
reliable and secure electricity supply to communities 
well into the future. 

We have a different role to your local energy distributor, 
Ergon Energy. Find out more about how the electricity 
distribution network operates on our website at 
powerlink.com.au/our-infrastructure.
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generators to the local network.
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Distribution lines
Supply electricity to
homes and business.

Ergon Energy and Energex

Electricity retailers
Purchase electricity from 
generators, pay network
costs and bill end users.

Customer

Transforming power supply in  
Central Queensland
The transformation to renewable energy in Queensland is 
well underway, in line with the state’s overarching target to 
achieve 80% renewable energy by 2035.

In Central Queensland, this will see a reinforcement of 
existing electricity infrastructure in Gladstone and across 
the region because of: 

• increased demand for electricity from industry who are 
decarbonising  

• the additional energy that will be produced by 
renewable energy generators  

• the eventual retirement of the Gladstone Power Station.  

The electricity infrastructure being planned now means that 
the demand for electricity supply will continue to be met for 
households, businesses and industry well into the future.   

Freecall 1800 635 369  
powerlink.com.au/projects

Central Queensland 
Transmission Update 
POWERLINK QUEENSLAND

OCTOBER 2024

https://www.powerlink.com.au/our-infrastructure
https://www.powerlink.com.au/projects


Step 1: Study area
Community insights and technical analysis will help identify the high-level 
study area, where the transmission infrastructure could potentially be 
located within a region. We will seek community views on the high-level 
study area to gain better local knowledge on land uses, potential constraints 
and opportunities. This will enable communities to better consider and 
provide feedback on the various social, economic and environmental factors 
that relate to a project and the corridor selection process.

We will also seek community feedback on the criteria used to identify 
transmission corridor options.

Step 2: Corridor options 
With information shared from early community feedback and 
engagement, as well as results from desktop technical and spatial analysis, 
Powerlink will develop corridor options. The information gathered is 
considered alongside the project objectives and criteria to identify the 
most suitable corridor options, based on what we know at this early 
stage in the project. The number and width of corridor options may vary 
from project to project to reflect specific comments. 

A Corridor Options Report is prepared and shared with landholders, 
Traditional Owner groups, the wider community and other stakeholders 
for feedback. Your input is invited and plays an important role to help 
determine a recommended corridor.  

Step 3: Recommended corridor 
Powerlink seeks to identify a corridor that on balance will have the least 
overall impact from a social, environmental and economic perspective. 
Based on feedback received from landholders, Traditional Owner groups, 
the wider community and other stakeholders on the Corridor Options 
Report, and continued technical investigations, we identify a single 
recommended corridor for community feedback. 

Powerlink publishes a Recommended Corridor Report outlining the 
comparative analysis of the corridor options which has helped to 
influence our decision making. We value your input on the recommended 
corridor, with further refinements made based on feedback received. 

If your property is located within the recommended corridor, you can 
receive a high-level compensation estimate to provide you with 
information on how our SuperGrid Landholder Payment Framework 
will be applied for the project. 

Step 4: Final corridor 
The feedback received from landholders, Traditional Owner groups, 
the community and other stakeholders on the recommended corridor 
is collated to identify property and land use constraints and 
opportunities, and adjustments are made to the recommended 
corridor where appropriate in response to community input.

On completion of this engagement period, we prepare a Final Corridor 
Report. This report demonstrates how community input received 
during engagement has informed our planning, alongside technical 
analysis undertaken to date.  

Landholders within the final corridor are engaged to help shape 
the ultimate location of the transmission line, referred to as the 
easement alignment.

Step 5: On-site land studies
Landholders and Traditional Owner groups are engaged to gain important 
on-ground insights. A range of detailed studies are conducted within the 
final corridor to validate early technical analysis desktop findings, 
examining factors such as ecology, hydrology, land practices, terrain, flora 
and fauna, cultural values, visual amenity and social impacts. Many of these 
studies will need to be completed on-ground at the proposed project 
location so we will work with landholders and other stakeholders to 
ensure suitable land access agreements are established and agreed upon. 

A Project Participation and Access Allowance is available to impacted 
landholders, to recognise their time and effort in attending meetings with us 
and granting access required to undertake these valuable on-site land studies. 

Step 6: Easement alignment and negotiations 
Building on information gathered as part of on-site studies, engagement 
continues with landholders and Traditional Owner groups to determine 
the proposed final alignment for the easement within the final corridor. 
Specific engagement with Traditional Owner groups takes place to 
address cultural heritage, traditional values and Native Title considerations. 

Landholder payment negotiations with hosting landholders progress, and 
part payments may commence where option agreements are granted. 

Depending on individual circumstances and to ensure the timely delivery of the 
project, Powerlink may also work with landholders to begin the relevant legislative 
process to acquire the easements necessary for the project at this stage. 

Step 7: Planning and environmental approvals
We continue engaging to progress with planning and environmental approvals 
from the State Government, which are required before construction can begin. 
The planning approval pathway typically used by Powerlink for transmission 
infrastructure is the Ministerial Infrastructure Designation process, under the 
Planning Act 2016. This involves publishing a comprehensive Environmental 
Assessment Report which addresses potential impacts and mitigation measures 
for the project. This includes seeking input from landholders, Traditional 
Owner groups, the community and other stakeholders on the report. 

In some circumstances, additional approval is required from the Federal 
Government under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (EPBC Act). In conjunction with the Federal Government, we 
will engage with landholders, Traditional Owner groups, the community 
and other stakeholders throughout this process. 

If all required approvals are granted, landholders receive full payment 
upon registration of the easements. Neighbouring landholders located 
within a 1km radius of an overhead transmission line, but not hosting 
transmission infrastructure, will receive an adjacent landholder payment.

Powerlink can now commence engaging with landholders, Traditional 
Owner groups, the community and other stakeholders regarding the start 
of construction works for the new transmission line. 

Step 8: Ongoing engagement and commitments
Powerlink is committed to ongoing communication and engagement 
throughout the lifespan of our infrastructure.

In particular, we will continue engaging with landholders, Traditional Owner 
groups, the community and other stakeholders about ongoing delivery of 
construction works, followed by operation and maintenance activities as needed. 
This includes working closely with landholders regarding access arrangements and 
property-specific requirements as well as agreements for ongoing maintenance 
reaching well into the future, once the construction phase is complete. 

We value the community’s open and honest engagement so we can 
develop and maintain cooperative, positive and respectful relationships 
with landholders, Traditional Owner groups, the wider community and 
other stakeholders now and into the future.

Ongoing: Community insights and feedback
Understanding communities who host our infrastructure either now or in the future is very important to us. As part of our Transmission 
Easement Engagement Process, Powerlink will seek to better understand your community and values to help inform our engagement with 
you and our corridor selection processes. Through understanding our communities, we can enhance our communication and engagement 
about a project with landholders, Traditional Owner groups, the wider community and other stakeholders.

ONGOING 
ENGAGEMENT AND 
COMMITMENTS

STUDY AREA 
A large area identified for investigation

(The width of this area is project dependent)

CORRIDOR OPTIONS
The number and width of options 

differ per project

RECOMMENDED CORRIDOR
Typically 1-2km wide

FINAL CORRIDOR
Typically 1-2km wide

ON-SITE LAND STUDIES
Undertaken within the final 

corridor area

EASEMENT ALIGNMENT 
AND NEGOTIATIONS

Typically 60-70m wide

PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL  

APPROVALS
Undertaken for the 
easement alignment
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Our current projects
Powerlink is currently in the planning 
and approvals phase for two key projects 
in Central Queensland. 

Investment assessment has also 
commenced on a project to reinforce 
Gladstone’s transmission network.  

For more information on how Powerlink 
engages with landholders, Traditional 
Owner groups, the wider community and 
other stakeholders during a corridor and 
easement selection process, please refer 
to our Transmission Easement  
Engagement Process brochure  
available at powerlink.com.au/teep. 

Project Overview

Banana Range Wind Farm (BRWF)
Connection Project

powerlink.com.au/bananarange

EDF Renewables Australia has engaged Powerlink to consider options to 
connect their wind farm to the transmission network.  

Since the release of the final corridor in April 2023, Powerlink has been 
meeting with landholders along the corridor to identify individual site 
constraints and determine a final easement alignment.   

Final field surveys and initial construction feasibility assessments are 
currently underway. The findings of these studies will be summarised in an 
Environmental Assessment Report (EAR) which is scheduled be released for 
public comment in early 2025.

Calvale to Calliope Transmission 
Line Reinforcement Project

powerlink.com.au/calvale-calliope

Powerlink is planning for an additional transmission line between the 
Calvale Substation (near Callide Power Station) and the Calliope River 
Substation (near Gladstone). The line is 87km long and will be mostly  
co-located in an existing double-width easement, beside the existing  
132kV and 275kV transmission lines.  

A final corridor was released in August 2024 and the project will now 
proceed to environmental approvals. 

Gladstone Project

powerlink.com.au/pti-gladstone

The Gladstone Project will help to reinforce the transmission network and 
support decarbonisation of the Gladstone and Central Queensland region 
into the future.  

Powerlink has commenced the first steps to progressing an investment 
assessment.  

https://www.powerlink.com.au/pti-gladstone
https://www.powerlink.com.au/calvale-calliope
https://www.powerlink.com.au/bananarange
https://www.powerlink.com.au/teep


Westwood

Ulogie

Dan Dan State
Forest

Upper Calliope Solar Farm

Callide Solar
Power Station

Boulder Creek Wind Farm

Capricorn BESS

The Central BESS

Callide Wind Farm

Smoky Creek Solar Farm

Mount Hopeful
Wind Farm

Banana Range Wind Farm

Kariboe Wind Farm

Sawpit Solar Farm

Theodore Wind Farm

Moah Creek Wind Farm

Banana Range Wind Farm 
Connection Project (planning phase)

Powerlink
powerlink.com.au/bananarange

Calvale to Calliope Transmission 
Reinforcement Project

(planning phase)

powerlink.com.au/calvale-calliope
Powerlink 
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Location of renewable energy projects is indicative and not to scale.
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Priority Transmission Investment: 
Gladstone Project (early planning phase,

various locations to be confirmed)

powerlink.com.au/pti-gladstone
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ALDOGA

There are four potential Renewable Energy 
Zones in Central Queensland: Isaac, 
Capricorn, Calliope and Callide.
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Potential Renewable Energy 
Zones: general area in which REZ 
transmission will connect to the 
existing shared transmission 
network operated by Powerlink
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Powerlink team members showing students energy in action at Dorrie Day events in Gladstone and Bundaberg.

Gladstone SuperGrid Training Centre 
and Transmission Hub early works 
We’re making a permanent home in Gladstone (‘the Hub’) and 
are focused on partnering and working with Central Queensland 
businesses. This means we’re looking for trades and materials to  
assist with constructing and operating the Hub, which we outlined  
in industry briefings held locally in June and July 2024.  

Early works commenced in September 2024. 

For more information and to watch a fly-through of the facility,  
please visit powerlink.com.au/gladstone-hub or send our Hub team  
an email at gladstonehubproject@powerlink.com.au. 

Renewable Energy Zone  developments 
In April 2024, the Energy (Renewable Transformation and Jobs) Act 2024 (Energy Act) was passed in Queensland 
Parliament. The new legislation supports delivery of the government’s Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan (QEJP), and 
includes a framework to progress the declaration of Renewable Energy Zones (REZs) across the state.  

The Queensland Government has indicated Callide will be the first REZ to be declared in Queensland. There are several 
steps that need to be taken, both by the Department of Energy and Climate and by Powerlink, before a REZ is declared.  

Over the coming months, both the Department of Energy and Climate and Powerlink will be carrying out a range of 
engagement activities to provide more information on the Callide REZ. This will include what a REZ declaration means, 
the steps required to declare the Callide REZ, how people can be involved in the declaration process, and what happens 
after the Callide REZ is declared. We are also keen to understand any questions you and your local community members 
may have. 

For more information please visit powerlink.com.au/rez or email rez@powerlink.com.au. 

Our Indigenous Partnerships 
Powerlink was proud to once again be a part of Dorrie Day in both Gladstone and Bundaberg. Our team thoroughly 
enjoyed inspiring students with the various career possibilities within the energy sector at our interactive stall. The 
students enjoyed our water game that demonstrates how energy regulation works, our virtual reality goggles to show 
what the new Gladstone Hub will look like when it’s constructed, and the drone was very popular too.  

Thank you and congratulations to the First Nations Bailai, Gurang, Gooreng Gooreng and Taribelang Bunda Peoples, Port 
Curtis Coral Coast Trust for pulling together such a wonderful carnival of careers.

mailto:gladstonehubproject@powerlink.com.au
mailto:rez@powerlink.com.au
https://www.powerlink.com.au/rez
https://www.powerlink.com.au/gladstone-hub


Biosecurity is a key focus for 
our business 
We know that biosecurity is a priority for landholders, 
and that biosecurity risks can severely impact 
Queensland’s agriculture industry, environment, 
livestock and livelihoods – and Central Queensland is no 
exception. 

We take biosecurity seriously and have processes 
in place to avoid spreading weeds, pathogens and 
diseases between properties or introducing new 
biosecurity material from outside the local bioregion.  

This includes taking preventative measures to minimise 
exposure to weeds, such as:  

• conducting regular wash downs at our dedicated
wash down facilities across our network

• giving our workers access to biosecurity toolkits
to manage risks on properties with specific entry
requirements, or in areas without suitable wash
down facilities

• avoiding travel through areas heavily affected by
biosecurity matter

• understanding the presence of biosecurity threats
on the property through discussions with the
landholder and other stakeholders

• staying on roads and designated access tracks, and
in work areas

• obtaining weed and seed declarations on any fill
material brought onto a property.

Further information
To learn more about our activities in Central Queensland, 
please contact:

cqprojects@powerlink.com.au   
1800 635 369 | Monday to Friday, 7.30am – 5pm

Landholders of our current projects are also welcome 
to contact their Landholder Relations Advisor. 

Use the QR code to access our  
project section of our website or 
visit powerlink.com.au/projects

Investing in Central Queensland 
communities 

Community grants

Powerlink Community Grants supports initiatives 
and activities valued at up to $5,000 per Local 
Government Area (LGA) in regional Queensland. Our 
goal is to support projects and activities aligning with 
resilience, safety, wellbeing and economic outcomes, 
ultimately leading to positive impacts for groups and 
communities.   

The most recent grants round opened in late August 
2024 and ran for six weeks. Community groups, 
community clubs and not-for-profit organisations in 
the Banana and Gladstone local government areas 
were able to apply for the support available. Projects 
that are successful in this round will need to deliver 
their projects between January and December 2025. 

In the Central region, Gladstone and Banana LGAs 
were supported by projects in this round. 

For more information, including the eligibility criteria, 
please visit: powerlink.com.au/community-grants.

Other ways we invest 

Powerlink also provides community investment 
support via project funding, as well as through the 
corporate sponsorship of events. Further details on 
this is available at powerlink.com.au/community-
investment-and-sponsorships.

Freecall 1800 635 369  
powerlink.com.au/projects
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